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(54) DEAD COPY PREVENTING METHOD FOR SOFTWARE RECORDING MEDIUM 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prevent assuredly a fact that the 
software is copied to an undesired recording medium 
setting a PVID with which recording or change is made 
impossible with a normal writing means and is detected 
as a defect and storing the software to a recording 
medium in a form which is effective for the first time 
when the information related to the PVID position is 
used as a key. 

CONSTITUTION: The software is recorded to a floppy 
disk 1 in a format of sectors of fixed length (256 bytes) 
A small hole 3 of about 1mm diameter is formed to a 
sector (PVID sector) of a track number T and a sector 
number S. This hole 3 is equal to a PVID with which no 
change is possible with a magnetic writing means. The 
software is stored to the disk 1 in a form which is 
effective for the first time when the information on the 
PVID position in used as a key. In other words, the disk 
1 contains both the hole 3 serving as a PVID and the 
software P where an FVID check routine C is buried. 
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SPECIFICATION 
1. TITLE OF THE INVENTION 

METHOD OF PREVENTING DEAD COPY OF SOFTWARE RECORD MEDIUM 

3. DETAILD DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
(a) Abstract 

The present invention relates to a method of preventing 
a dead copy of a magnetic or optical software record medium and 
is characterized in that a software having been stored in a 
record medium is securely prevented from being copied on another 
record medium by setting a physical identification data 
(hereinafter called PVID) which cannot be recorded or changed 
with a normal writing means, and is detected as a fault of record 
medium with a normal reading means, to a position inherent in 
each record medium within a normal record area, and by storing 
a software on the above-mentioned record medium in a form in 
which the software becomes not effective until the data related 
to the position of PVID is used as a key. 

(d) Embodiment 

With reference to drawings, one embodiment of the present 



invention will be explained. 

Fig. 1 shows a floppy-disk 1 on which a software has been 
electrically recorded according to the method of the present 
invention, and as well be known, the floppy-disk 1 is housed 
in a jacket 2 including an index hole 2a and a disk head window 
2b. 

The floppy-disk 1, as shown in Fig. 2, has sectors with 
a certain length (256 bytes) on which a software is formatted 
and recorded, and a sector with the track number T and the sector 
number S (hereinafter called PVID sector) is formed with a small 
hole 3 having a diameter of about 1 mm. 

This small hole 3 is a PVID which cannot be changed by 
a magnetic writing means, and a software which becomes not 
effective until the data related to the position of that PVID 
is used as a key is stored in the floppy-disk 1. 

With reference, to Figs. 3 and 4, a specific form in which 
a software is stored will be explained. Fig. 3 is an enlarged 
view of a PVID sector; and Fig. 4 shows an algorithm check for 
a record medium identification data. 

First, in order to create a record medium identification 
data (hereinafter called FVID) , when writing on the PVID sector 

arbitrary 256-byte data such as the VID as indicated 

below, 

VID = Vi + V 2 + ... + V 25 6 
and then reading the PVID sector, the data immediately preceding 



the small hole 3 of the date thus written as readable information 
as indicated below is obtained: 
VID* = Vi + V 2 + ... + Vn 

Now, using the track number T , the sector number S and 
the VID*, the following formula is created: 

FVID = T + S + VID* 
and a FVID check routine C having an algorithm as shown in Fig. 
4 is padded in a software P, and then the software P is stored 
by a usual means on the floppy-disk. 

That is, the floppy-disk l is provided with the small 
hole 3 as the PVID together with the software in which the FVID 
check routine C is padded, as shown in Fig. 5. 
(e) Action 

Now, it is assumed that the software P is read by some 
means from the floppy-disk 1 as an original record medium, and 
then is stored on another floppy-disk 4 shown in Fig. 6. 

The floppy-disk 4 is not formed with the small hole as 
the PVID, or even if it is formed with the hole, the hole is 
almost impossible to be formed at exactly the same position as 
that of the hole 3 of the floppy-disk 1, so that the position 
is different from the latter. 

When the software P stored on the floppy-disk 4 is read 
on a software processing unit 5 (such as a personal computer) 
and then an execution is started, the FVID check routine C padded 
in the software P is executed, whereby the FVID check is 



performed by the algorithm shown in Fig.. 4. 

However, since the small hole 3 on the floppy-disk 4 is 
not present at the same position as that of the floppy-disk 1 
as the original record medium, a normal FVID cannot be created, 
and thus it is judged to be a copy by this check routine, so 
that the execution of the software is terminated. 

Further, although analyzing the software P allows the 
FVID check routine to be skipped, various effective means for 
coping with the dead copy have already been known, so that a 
combination of these means with the present invention as 
required can securely prevent the dead copy, 
(f) Another Embodiment 

When data is stored on the floppy-disk, the FVID is 
created in a much the same manner as the above-mentioned 
embodiment, and the data is encrypted using the FVID and the 
like as a key, and thereafter, the data thus encrypted together 
with an encryption program (equivalent to P) including the FVID 
check routine are stored on the floppy-disk, whereby the use 
of data in a dead form can be prevented. 

The FVID is supposed to be of various types not limited 
to that of the above-mentioned embodiment. 

Further, the record medium can employ not only the 
floppy-dusk, but also previously known record medium such as 
a cassette tape, a magnetic tape and an optical disk as required. 

Also, the shape of the PVID is not limited to the small 



hole, and in essence, the shape may be those detected as fault 
of the record medium by a normal reading means, and various 
faults, such as, for example, a flaw formed on the surface of 
the record medium, a partial lack or coat of the record medium, 
and the like are supposed, 
(g) Effect 

As described above, the method of preventing a dead copy 
of a software record medium according to the present invention 
includes steps of setting a PVID which cannot be recorded or 
changed with a normal writing means, and is detected as a fault 
of record medium with a normal reading means, to a position 
inherent in each record medium within a normal record area, and 
storing a software on the above-mentioned record medium in a 
form in which the software becomes not effective until the data 
related to the. position of the PVID is used as a key, whereby 
the software stored on the record medium can be securely 
prevented from being copied on another record medium and used. 

4. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a floppy-disk on which a software 
is magnetically recorded according to the present invention. 

Fig. 2 is an explanatory view showing the recording 
format . 

Fig. 3 is an explanatory view showing the recording format 
of the PVID sector. 



Fig. 4 is a flowchart of a FVID check algorithm. 

Fig. 5 is an explanatory view showing the software storing 
format of a software record medium. 

Fig. 6 is an explanatory view showing the application 
environment of a software record medium. 

1 and 4 ... Floppy-disk 

2 ... Jacket 

3 ... Small hole 

5 ... Software processing unit 
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Fig. 2 

1 Sector 1 

2 Track T 

Fig. 3 

3 Sector gap 
Fig. 4 

4 Read sector in which PVID is present 

5 Read error is detected? 

6 Judged to be copy 

7 Read FVID 

8 Same as FVID C has? 

9 Judge to be original medium and execute P processing 
Fig. 5 

10 Software record medium 

11 FVID check routine C 
FVID check data 

12 Program P 

13 Track T 

14 Sector S 

Fig. 6 

15 Software processing unit 
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16 Record medium access unit 

17 Software thus read 
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